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In-Person Worship
5 pm (Sat)
8, 9 & 11 am (Sun)

Livestream Worship
9 & 11 am (Sun)

Cable TV
10 am & 5 pm (Sun)

Radio Broadcast
106.1 (BOB-FM)
9:10 am (Sun)

Gospel Readings

June 3-4
Matthew 28:16-20

June 10-11
Matthew 9:9-13; 18-26

June 17-18
Matthew 9: 35-10:23

June 24-25
Matthew 10:24-39

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Zion's 153rd Anniversary Banquet

Save the Date
Please plan to join us for Zion’s 153rd Anniversary Celebration!
• Who: All those wishing to celebrate Zion's rich history
• What: Featuring anniversary speaker Gretchen Carlson, broadcast journalist, 

author, TV personality and granddaughter of former Pastor William Hyllengren
• When: Thursday, September 21 at 6 p.m.
• Where: Lord of Life Lutheran Church in Ramsey
• Why: Because our 150th Anniversary Banquet was postponed during the 

pandemic and we need to celebrate!

Drop Off Days - June 4-6 
Set Up Days – June 4-7

Clean Up - June 9
Contact Liz Jensen, 763-360-4590 

or call the church office, 763-421-4656
to volunteer



zion parking lot project - an important update

Girdling a Tree
By Colleen Nelson

One of my favorite pastimes is to walk my dog, Bentley along the gravel road near 
our cabin while I muse about life, pray, and listen for God’s echo. Last winter, I 
noticed a birch tree with a section of bark peeled away. I immediately frowned 
with the thought that this tree was probably destined for a short life. I took a few 
photos and later found myself researching what happens when a strip of bark is 
pulled away from a young birch. I was fascinated to find that birch trees are known 
for their thin bark to naturally peel away, not unlike how a snake sheds its skin 
to make room for growth. However, if the bark is removed in a complete circle it’s 
called “girdling a tree.” The end result is death, because its ability to transport 
water and nutrients has been cut off. An analogy began to percolate in my mind 
regarding what nutrients are necessary to sustain our faith and how we might 
inadvertently block their flow to the detriment of our spiritual growth. What do 
our souls long for? In John 7:37 Jesus says, “If anyone thirsts, let them come to me 
and drink.” Jesus, the Living Water comes to us in daily devotionals, Bible study, worship, prayer, meditation, 
music, fellowship, and volunteering in our broken world. At Zion, I’ve heard people say that worship and fellow-
ship are essential to the start of their week. Being reassured of God’s presence helps us face whatever challenges 
that may occur with confidence. Daily devotions keep us mindful of God’s blessings and whispers in the mundane. 
Prayer is the dance between talking and listening to God for guidance and discernment. Bible study teaches us 
the intricacies of God’s word and how we may apply these nuggets of wisdom to all that we say and do. This week, 
I invite you to think about what you are already doing, or what you might incorporate into your routine to keep 
your pipeline open to the free-flowing Living Water we call Jesus.

Our parking lot project will begin on Monday, June 12, weather permitting. Our main parking lot, much of the 
concrete curbing, and some of the sidewalks will be torn out and replaced. The parking lot work will be done 
during the work week, Mondays through Fridays. The lot will be open and usable for parking for weekend 
services.

During the week our main entrance, Door #1, will be open, however, you will need to park along 4th Avenue, or in 
the Fred Moore Middle School parking lot, or in the Adams Street parking lot. The project should take about two 
to three weeks, depending on the weather.

One improvement that we will be making as part of the parking lot project is to expand the patio area outside 
of Door #2. Again, THE MAIN PARKING LOT WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR PARKING EACH WEEKEND DURING THE 
PARKING LOT CONSTRUCTION. We are sorry about any inconvenience. 



welcome

EcoFaith News
The second Zion EcoFaith Team meeting was filled with a lively discussion on recycling. We concluded that 
recycling is complicated, sometimes so overwhelming that we quit even trying or caring. Yet, to show reverence 
to God’s beautiful creation, we need to find alternatives to discarding all our unwanted items into the trash bin 
and find ways to reduce consumption. The EcoFaith Team will be sharing recycling and reusing suggestions along 
with other facts, muses and accomplishments occurring to us personally, within the Zion community and the 
Anoka community at large, that honor the integrity of creation. If you are interested in joining us on this journey 
of caring for the earth and living wisely with creation, come to our next meeting, June 6 at 6:30 p.m. All are 
welcome! If you would like more information, contact Pastor Connie Tiede ctiede@zionanoka.org.

Our first shout out is to the Zion Super Sale! What a wonderful way to recycle unwanted items that clutter closets, 
houses and garages while at the same time, helping to build relationships within Zion and with the surrounding 
Anoka community as well. Thanks to all the instigators, organizers, Zion staff, contributors and volunteers that 
make this recycling event a success.

P.S. The leftover items from the Super Sale are donated to community organizations that resell or repurpose used 
items.

P.P.S For Anoka County residents, the Coon Rapids Recycling Center is currently accepting clean, unusable textile/
clothing items such as stained or ripped clothing, sheets, towels, fabric scraps, etc.

Check out more at www.coonrapidsmn.gov/390/Recycling-Center.

Fare For All
June 22 | 4-6 pm | Lower Commons
Fare For All is a program that allows people to come and shop at Zion once a 
month for deeply discounted nutritious food. Fare For All is open to everyone 
and accepts CASH, CREDIT, DEBIT and EBT cards.

Jim and Sharon Bauer
John and Karen Ericson
Jean Goldsberry
Nancy and DeWayne Hennen

Evelyn Holthus
Dennis and Linda Johnson
Marty and Kim Miller, William & Zoey
Scott and Kathy Mohr

Janet Saxvik
Steve and Joyce Schmidt
Mary Lou Rose
Deborah Westphal

Welcome New Members!
During the weekend of May 13-14, we welcomed the following new members/associate members into our church 
family:



worship

Join Summer Choir!
Join us for Summer Choir! We sing at 9 a.m. on June 4, 11, 18; July 2, 23; August 6, 13, 27. Rehearsals are on 
Sundays the day we sing from 8-8:45 a.m. All adults welcome! Questions? Contact Jon Campbell at 
jcampbell@zionanoka.org.

Weekly Worship Opportunities

In-Person Worship 
Saturdays @ 5 pm and Sundays @ 8 am, 9 am & 11 am

Livestream Worship
Sundays @ 9 am & 11 am

Radio (BOB-FM, 106.1) 
Sundays @ 9:10 am

 
Cable TV Channel 6 Broadcast 

Sundays @ 10 am & 5 pm



grow

Summer Bible Study
The week of June 12, we begin a six-week study of Twelve More Women of the Bible: Real Women. Real Trials. Real 
Triumphs. In this video Bible study, we will examine the spiritual lessons learned by six of these Old Testament 
women. We will look at their successes and failures, see how they drew near to God in the midst of trials, and 
learn how they overcame rejection and disappointment. Their stories will inspire us to persevere through 
difficult times and find joy in the hope that Jesus has provided.

There will be two opportunities for you to be part of this small group Bible study: Monday afternoons at 1 p.m. or 
Wednesday mornings at 10 a.m. Sign up at the Welcome Desk. The schedule is as follows:

• June 12/14: Proverbs 31 Woman: How Not to Do It All (Karen Ehman)
• June 19/21: Deborah: Fight Like a Girl (Bianca Juarez Olthoff)
• June 26/28: Shulamite Woman: We Had God at Hello (Lisa Harper)
• July 4 week: No studies.
• July 10/12: Ruth: Staying Focused in a World of Distractions (Chrystal Evans Hurst)
• July 17/19: Puah and Shiphrah: How to Fight Your Fears (Margaret Feinberg)
• July 24/26: Esther: Letting God Be in Control (Courtney Joseph)

“Mending God’s World” VBS
For families with kids age 0-5 + siblings
June 7, 14, 21 & 28 (W) 6-7 p.m.

“Operation Restoration” Day Camp I
For kids grades K-5
June 26-29 (M-TH) 9 a.m.-noon

“Operation Restoration” Day Camp 2
For kids age 3-grade 5
July 10-13 (M-TH) 9 a.m.-noon

Zion Sports Camp
For kids grades K-5
July 24-27 (M-TH) 9 a.m.-noon

Camp Create It
For kids grades K-5
Aug. 7-10 (M-TH) 9 a.m.-noon

Toddler Open Gym
Need space for your toddler to run off pent-up energy? Join us for open gym 
playtime Mondays, June 12, 19 & 26 from 9-10:30 a.m. in the CLC. Ages 0-5 with an 
adult. This is a free event. To register go to www.zionanoka.org and click on the 
Registration Events tab at the top of the page. For more information contact Lee at
lneitge@zionanoka.org.

Register NOW for Zion Kids Summer Camps!
Families and Volunteers! It's time to put Zion Kids Camps on your schedule! 
Register at https://www.zionanoka.org/registration-events/ or pick up a 
registration form in the lower lobby.



care

Baptisms
Apr 23 - Carver Woulfe

World Elder Abuse Awareness Month
June is World Elder Abuse Awareness Month. “Abuse in later life is physical, sexual, or psychological abuse, 
neglect, financial exploitation, or stalking of an adult age 50 years or older. In most cases, the victim is in an 
ongoing relationship (such as spouse, partner, family member, or caregiver) where society expects there to be a 
trusting, caring connection.”

As with all types of abuse, if you are not experiencing or witnessing it directly, you might not be aware of it. As 
Christians, we are called to love each other. Love is sometimes difficult, painful or sacrificial. The good news is 
that at Zion we are becoming aware of the need for acts of kindness both within our church community and in the 
community at large. Our eyes are being opened to new skill sets that facilitate caring. 

In June, let’s make it a point to reach out to our elder relatives, neighbors and friends and respond with kindness, 
patience, and love wherever possible. Let’s resolve to learn how to make trusting, caring connections. For more 
information and resources on Elder Abuse, go to the Alexandra House website and do a search for “Abuse in Later 
Life”.

Hospital Visits and Pastoral Care
If you or a family member are in the hospital or have had a change in your health status and would like a pastoral 
visit, please call the church office at 763-421-4656, email Kristine kjohnson@zionanoka.org or let any of the 
pastors know. The pastoral staff is very happy to visit you and provide pastoral care.

Radio Broadcast Fund Donors
Thank you to our recent Radio Broadcast Fund donors:

about our people

Cara Fish
Carol Mann
Lyle & Marlene Willock
Craig Bakken
Kristine Johnson
Lois Peterson

Al & Margaret Steinbring in honor of their 65th wedding anniversary
David & Barb Loe in memory of Herm Talle, Wilma Carling & Cliff Nelson
David & Darlene Holmes in honor of their 65th wedding anniversary
Bev Fraser in memory of Jim Fraser
Diane Halvorson in memory of Rod Halvorson's birthday

Deaths
Cliff Nelson
Mike Hiatt
Patricia Smuder

New Members
Jim & Sharon Bauer
John & Karen Ericson
Jean Goldsberry
Nancy & DeWayne Hennen
Evelyn Holthus
Dennis & Linda Johnson
Marty & Kim Miller, William and Zoey

New Members
Scott & Kathy Mohr
Janet Saxvik
Mary Lou Rose
Deborah Westphal
Steve & Joyce Schmidt



care and serve

Encouraging Words - Just a Phone Call Away
In the mid-1990s, a collaboration between then Zion Senior Pastor Rube Groehler and congregational member 
Greg Bergeron resulted in a telephone ministry that we know today as Encouraging Words.

Greg writes each script using The Message Bible as a resource and records it every morning at around 6:15 a.m. 
Greg records over 350 messages each year.

Encouraging Words can be heard daily by dialing 763-506-8191.

Habitat for Humanity - July 11-14
Zion will once again be working with Twin Cities Habitat For 
Humanity on a project at 209 River Lane Ct in Brooklyn Park. One 
of the arms of Habitat For Humanity in the Twin Cities is called “A 
Brush With Kindness”, and we have been asked to support Habitat 
this year through this program. This program assists existing 
home owners with some needed and affordable repairs that will 
allow them to remain in their homes. The scope of this project 
involves repair of damaged siding and trim as well as painting 
the exterior of the house. We will be working on this project from 
Tuesday, July 11 to Friday, July 14. This will be a 4 day work week.

Over the years since about 1994, Zion has made a significant impact on affordable housing in our wider commu-
nity by both our financial support and our hands-on labor of love in this vital ministry. Thank you so much for 
your past and ongoing support.

Lunches will be prepared and served by volunteers from Zion, and again this year, Thrivent Dollars will be 
making shirts and some of the food available to all the volunteers.
 
As in previous years, volunteers must be 16 years of age or older and one adult must accompany every group of 
four 16 to 18 year olds. We will have a sign-up table at church on some Sundays in June. Please consider 
volunteering for a day or even more if you are able. Help with preparing lunches will also be needed. A book 
containing daily sign up sheets is available at the front desk if you are unable to visit our table on Sundays but we 
are limited to 10 construction volunteers per day. Construction volunteers will also need to sign up with Habitat 
at http://anokazionlutheran.tchabitat.volunteerhub.com/.

If you have questions please call Bill Norquist at (763) 421-1630 or Sylvan Flaten at (763) 421-6607.
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WELCOME
You are invited, you are welcome to 
come and experience God’s love at 
Zion Lutheran Church.

CONTACT US
1601 4th Avenue 
Anoka MN 55303 
763.421.4656 
www.zionanoka.org

another preschool school year draws to a close...

The end of the school year is here. Time to release our students onto their next step. We hatched Painted Lady 
butterflies this spring and released them when they grew ready, much like our pre-k students. We enjoyed our 

last visit to The Gathering with our parachute and fun songs. Time for some summer fun!!!!


